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SUB J : PRIME MINISTER AND PRO- GOP PRESS WARN OF COMMUNIST 
THREAT IN WAKE OF OPPOSITIONIST CONGRESS 

REF: LISBON 1271 

1. SUMMARY: AFTER WEEK IN WHICH ANTI- GOP ACTIVITY AT 

" CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATIC OPPOSITION" IN AVEIRO ( SEE REFTEL) 
DOMINATED NEWS, GOP SPOKESMEN HAVE STRUCK BACK. IN " CRY 
OF ALARM" SPEECH APRIL 10, PRIME MINISTER CAETANO ARGUED 
ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO " TRUE AND HEALTHY DEMOCRACY" OF PRESENT 
REGIME IS REGIME OF " COMMUNIST OPPRESSION" LEADING TO 
" CIVIL WAR, TERROR, MISERY AND FEAR." PRO- GOVERNMENT 
PRESS HAS TAKEN SIMILAR LINE, BLASTING AVEIRO GROUP AND 
STRESSING ROLE OF COMMUNISTS IN IT. THIS APPROACH LIKELY 
INTENDED DIVERT ATTENTION FROM ISSUES RAISED AT AVEIRO AND 
ASSURE RIGHT WING PM ALERT TO " COMMUNIST THREAT." 

END SUMMARY 

2. IN APRIL 10 SPEECH AT SEMINAR ON POLITICAL THEORY 
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ORGANIZED BY ANP, GOVERNMENT' S POLITICAL MOVEMENT, 

PRIME MINISTER CAETANO RECITED BACKGROUND OF MARXIST 
IDEOLOGY AND POLITICAL THEORY AND STATED MARXISM 
SPREADING AND ITS TERMINOLOGY COMING INTO STYLE, EVEN 
AMONG NON- AND ANTI- MARXISTS. PM SAID " ANARCHIST 
ADVERSARIES" SEEK SYSTEMATIC DESTRUCTION OF INSTITUTIONS. 
AND AN END TO GOVERNMENT; ADOPTION OF THEIR IDEAS WOULD 
LEAD TO "WORLD OF BEASTS." COMMUNISTS, WHILE CONDEMNING 
ANARCHISTS, COOLY PLAN ANNIHILATION OF BOURGEOISIE AND 
INSTALLATION OF PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP, WHICH THEY CALL 
" PEOPLE ' S DEMOCRACY." THIS FORM OF GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHES 
NEW RULING CLASS OF BUREAUCRATS WHO SUPPRESS INDIVIDUAL 
FREEDOM AND INDIVIDUALITY ITSELF. 

3. PRIME MINISTER INVITED LIBERALS TO NOTE EXPLOITATION 

OF WORD " DEMOCRACY" BY THOSE PLANNING REVOLUTION, AND 
WARNED THAT DEMAND OF " NEO- DEMOCRATS" FOR LIBERTY IS 
DEVICE TO FACILITATE REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES. 

4. CAETANO STATED HE WAS SOUNDING " CRY OF ALARM" RE 
POLITICAL OPTIONS OF PORTUGUESE PEOPLE, WHO MUST CHOOSE 
BETWEEN " A REGIME FO TRUE AND HEALTHY DEMOCRACY, LIKE 
OURS," WHICH SEEKS SOCIAL JUSTICE AND PROMOTES PROGRESS, 

AND REIGN OF " COMMUNIST OPPRESSION," WHICH HAS NOTHING 
IN COMMON WITH DEMOCRACY EXCEPT THE USURPED NAME AND 
WHICH WOULD " ENTHRONE HATRED, SOW SEEDS OF CIVIL WAR," 

AND RESULT IN " REIGN OF TERROR, MISERY AND FEAR." 

5. P. . SAID HE COULD EXPLAIN " RAGE OF OUR ADVERSARIES" 
AGAINST REFORM AND REFORMERS ONLY BY ADVERSARIES' " EN- 
RAGED RECOGNITION THAT WE ARE ON RIGHT ROAD, " TO GIVE 
PORTUGAL MORE EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL BENEFITS, 

AND FUTURE PROSPECTS, " INSTEAD OF THE BOMBS THEY 

( ADVERSARIES) THROW AND THE HATRED THEY SPREAD." 

6. ALTHOUGH P. M. DID NOT EXPLICITLY MENTION AVEIRO 
CONGRESS, PRESS COMMENTATORS MAKING SIMILAR PITCH DID 
SO. THUS DIARIO DE NOTICIAS EDITORIALIZED THAT, AS 
EXPECTED, CENTRIST DEMOCRATS IN AVEIRO YIELDED GROUND 
TO MARXISM, AND " FACTIONS OF FAR LEFT QUICKLY TOOK 
COMMAND." NOTICIAS COMPLAINED THAT " NOT ONE VOICE WAS 
HEARD TO CONDEMN TERRORISM" AT CONGRESS, AND ALLEGED 
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INTENDED TO SUPPORT DEMANDS OF OPPOSITIONISTS IN AVEIRO. 

ANI NEWS AGENCY HEAD DUTRA FARIA WROTE " REAL DEMOCRATS" 
NOT PRESENT AT CONGRESS; COMMUNISTS, WHO CONSTITUTE " ONLY 
FORCE WHICH REALLY COUNTS" IN OPPOSITION, DEMONSTRATED 
THEIR AGGRESSIVENESS AND DISCIPLINE, EPOCA " UNMASKED" 
CONGRESS AND FOUND " ASSEMBLY OF TREASON." A CAPITAL' S 
DIRECTOR HOMEN DE MELLO WROTE OF " IRRESPONSIBLE, UNFEELING 
DEMAGOGY" AT CONGRESS. 

7. COMMENT: STRENGTH OF CAETANO' S ATTACK NOT WARRANTED 
BY THE POLITICAL THREAT POSED BY THE " AVEIRO DEMOCRATS," 
ALTHOUGH SOME ARE EXPECTED TO RUN IN OCTOBER NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. GOP CHARGES THAT COMMUNISTS 
IN THE SADDLE IN AVEIRO ( FOR WHICH THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL 
EVIDENCE) HAVE SEVED TO SHIFT ATTENTION AWAY FROM 
ISSUES RAISED AT CONGRESS, IN MANNER REMINISCENT OF 
DE GAULLE 1 S ME- OR- CHAOS APPROACH. IN ADDITION, 

CAETANO 1 S STRONG BLAST AIMED AT REASSURING RIGHT WING 
THAT HE SEES AND UNDERSTANDS COMMUNIST THREAT. 
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